
Mnemba Island   
Mnemba, an untouched atoll off the coast of Zanzibar, is a place to unwind and savor Mother Nature's 
delights, on a heart-shaped splash of sand in the blue depths of the Indian Ocean. These "Spice 
Islands" were discovered by Arab traders in the 8th century and have supplied the world with aromatic 
spices like cloves, nutmeg, and cinnamon ever since. The exotic combination of heady perfumes, 
gently swaying coconut palms and lush vegetation make this an irresistible destination.  

Mnemba, an Arabic word meaning octopus head, lies two kilometres north-east of the island of 
Zanzibar, a 20-minute cruise in a traditional 16 foot flat-bottomed boat. A pristine swathe of beach 
defines the island's one mile circumference. A protection zone surrounds the island, conserving 
magnificent coral reefs where giant turtles, Ghost Crabs and spectacular tropical fish drift through the 
lagoons. Fresh, delicate sea breezes waft through Mnemba Lodge, lending a castaway air to the entire 
island. 

The only inhabitants of the island are lodge staff and guests, offering luxurious privacy and guarantee 
exclusivity unparalleled on the African coastline. Mnemba Island features just ten en suite banda 
cottages, bordered on three sides by tropical beach forest and overlooking the beach and coral reef. 
Each exquisite banda has been hand-woven and thatched from tree branches and traditional Zanzibari 
palm-matting. The materials were chosen to allow the cooling sea breezes to move through the 

bungalow and, assisted by overhead fans, the cottages remain cool all day. 

From each room, a palm-covered walkway leads to an en suite turquoise 
bathroom. The shower water comes from the island's well or boiled 
rainwater. Each banda also has a spacious outdoor verandah.  The 
architecture of the lodge reflects this blissful serenity. You can wander 
through your lattice-wood doors across the wraparound verandah and 
stretch out on the beach on daybeds of wood and leather weave with soft 
white cushions.  

Balmy air wafts through the dining area and adjoining lounge/bar, 
unhindered by walls or windows. With grass mats underfoot and thatch 
overhead, these areas have an open view of the beach and coral reefs 
beyond. The island also has a curio shop and a small library with a variety 
of books and games. Cottages are situated on either side of the main living 
area. 

Mnemba is all about the sea and the beach, and when you tire of lying on the softest, whitest sand in 
the world, beach chairs and beds offer a chance for elevation. The food has a Mediterranean and 
Moroccan influence - an exciting array of fresh salads, red peppers, olives, humus and aubergine 
spreads, feta, chillies and grilled vegetables drizzled with olive oil, all enhanced with African spices. 
Not to mention the luscious seafood drawn directly from the sea.  

The calm warm seas around Mnemba are nothing short of a giant aquatic playground. The clear blue 
seas provide unsurpassed visibility for snorkeling and scuba diving enthusiasts. We will provide you 
with all scuba and snorkelling equipment needed.  Windsurfing, kayaking by sea and bird watching, or 
walks by land are included.  Deep sea fishing is optional.   
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